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Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9th September 2020 at 7.00 pm held on-

line using video conferencing under The Local Authorities and Police Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of 

Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020. 

 
Members: Cllr. B, Prior (BP) Chair   Cllr. J. Adams (JA) Deputy            Cllr. M. Atterwill (MA)  
  Cllr. J. Blowers O’Neill, (JBO’N)  Cllr. S. Collins (SC)                CLLR. A. Dawes (AD) 
  Cllr. G. Halliwell (GH)   Cllr. L. Harnden (LH)  Cllr. M Lincoln (ML  

 Cllr. K Lodge (KL)   Cllr. P Love (PL)    Cllr. R Marshall (RM)   
                            Cllr. D. O’Neill (DO’N)    Cllr. L Richardson (LR)   
     
Also present:  J. Burton (JB) Town Clerk/RFO and Mark Thompson (MT) Planning Consultant. 
  

080-
2020/2021 

To receive and accept apologies for absence: 
 
Apologies were received from Town Councillors – JBO’N, RM, LR and JA. 
PL and GH were also not present at the meeting. 
 

081-
2020/2021 

Declaration of Interest & Requests for Dispensations:  Councillors to declare any Pecuniary or Non-
Pecuniary Interests. Notwithstanding this item, Members may subsequently declare an interest at 
any point in the meeting. 
There were no declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests from any Town Councillors. 
 

082-
2020/2021 

To approve the minutes outstanding:  
To approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held on the 20th August 2020. 
 
It was proposed by DO’N, seconded by KL and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the minutes of 
the Town Council Meeting held on 20th August 2020 as an accurate record of the meeting and these 
minutes were signed by BP. 
 

083-
2020/2021 

Public Forum: Members of the public are invited to give their views on Town affairs at the discretion 
of the Chair, for no more than 15 minutes. Members of the public may not take part in the Parish 
Council meeting itself. 
 
The member of the Public present at the Meeting did not want to speak on any matter at this point 
of the meeting – Noted. 
 

084-
2020/2021 

Town Mayor’s Report: To receive the Mayor’s Report from Town Councillor B. Prior – For 
Information. 
 
The Town Mayor’s August  Report from BP had been previously circulated to all Town Councillors 
and is Appendix 1 (attached). The Town Mayor’s Report is also available on the Town Council’s 
Website – Noted 
 

085-
2020/2021 

Bungay Town Council’s responses to the National Association of Local Councils questions regarding 
the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government Consultation on ‘Changes to the 
Current Planning System’ – For consideration. 
 
It was proposed by DO’N, seconded by KL, and unanimously RESOLVED that Standing Orders be 
suspended for the remainder of the meeting to enable MT to speak and give technical advice to 
the Town Councillors.  
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The Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government White paper and Questionnaire from 
NALC had been forward to all Town Councillors prior to the meeting and was discussed in depth by 
the Town Councillors present at the meeting. 
MT helped Town Councillors understand some of the more technical aspects of this White Paper  
 
It was proposed by DO’N, seconded by KL and unanimously RESOLVED for JB to write a draft letter 
in response to the consultation paper, and questionnaire, outlining the Town Councillors 
comments and concerns, including comments on the 4 main topic areas. This letter to be circulated 
to all Town Councillors, and MT, for comments and corrections and JB to then forward this letter 
on to NALC, Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government. Peter Aldous MP, Head of ESC 
Planning Philip Ridley and Suffolk County Councillor David Ritchie. (copy of letter attached) 
 
 

  
086-
2020/2021 

Date of next Town Council Meeting: Thursday 17th September 2020 - For Information: 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.07 pm                                                                                      Minutes dated: 10th September 2020.  
 
Jeremy Burton 
Town Clerk, 
Bungay Town Council,  
1a, Broad Street, 
Bungay. 
NR35 1EE 
clerk@bungaytowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Copy of letter 

 

10th September 2020 
 

 

Re. Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government – Changes to the current Planning System – 

Consultation on changes to planning policy and regulations – August 2020. 

 
 
At an Extraordinary meeting of Bungay Town Council held on 9th September 2020 the Town Councillors 

considered the 35 questions asked by NALC on the ‘Changes to the current planning system White Paper’, 

as above.   Prior to this meeting The Ministry of Housing Communities & Local Government White Paper 

and the NALC questionnaire were sent to all 14 Bungay Town Councillors to prepare for this meeting. 

  

Bungay Town Councillors want to register their disappointment in the way this consultation has been 

presented in that the questions were far too technical and to answer them required an in-depth 

knowledge of the whole Planning System which was beyond what can be expected, despite the fact that 

some Town Councillors have a good knowledge of this area attained over several years’ experience.   

Councillors considered that NALC should be representing Town Councils in a more supportive way and that 

the questions asked should have been couched in more generally accessible language.   As the majority of 

these very technical questions were Closed Questions (which require a Yes or No answer) it is a concern 

that if the question was not fully understood, an incorrect reply could be given. 

 

The language on the questionnaire was very poorly written and in such a way that it was difficult to even 

understand some of the questions that were being asked.  

The 40-page White Paper is no better and seems to be a deliberate attempt at obfuscation. It is concerning 

that this depth of knowledge of this subject matter could be expected to be held by small Town & Parish 

Councils.    

 

A response to the Communities Framework and the Devolution White Paper was considered by the Town 

Council in August 2020 and Councillors feel that many aspects of this consultation document are in direct 

conflict with what is being proposed in the Planning White Paper. 
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There is no help given whatsoever with helping to decipher some of the questions and Councillors 

considered that this to be an unfair consultation on what is such an important topic. 

 

In view of the above Bungay Town Council will not be submitting replies to the 35 NALC questions, but 

wishes to register its comments on the four broad themes of this White Paper as follows: 

 

 

The standard method for assessing housing numbers in strategic plans. 
This is a very technical part of the consultation. Councillors believe that the proposals were taking away local 
accountability and in effect just centralising the system. In the process local factors will no longer be 
considered. Although more housing might well be needed, not least because people are being priced out of 
home ownership, it is not obvious that simply building more homes will make them more affordable as this 
would require a surplus effecting a fall in house prices. In this unlikely event, those recently getting on the 
housing ladder will find themselves in negative equity. 
 
Delivering First Homes. 
These will seemingly replace Rural Exception Sites for affordable housing (apart from in designated rural 
areas, of which there are relatively few), and so will reduce affordable housing for rent. They will need to 
comprise at least 25% of affordable homes on other sites that are large enough to trigger affordable housing 
obligations, and this will again squeeze affordable homes for rent as well as limiting the flexibility of Local 
Authorities to ensure the right provision is made to meet local needs. It is likely First Homes will largely 
replace shared ownership tenures, and although this might help some first-time buyers, it will take away the 
option of those people who are not first-time buyers but who are priced out of the housing market, such as 
following divorce or a period of unemployment. In the past Discounted schemes such as this have merely 
resulted in the builders or landowners taking more profit. 
 
Supporting small and medium -sized developers. 
The fact that the threshold for small sites will be rising from 10 to 40 houses will mean that in rural areas, 
where there are smaller developments, there will be fewer affordable houses built. It will also mean that 
these rural communities will receive no CIL money to help them support such developments. 
 
Extension of the Permission in Principle consent regime. 
The consultation widens the sites that are eligible for a PiP application to major development up to (in 
general) 150 dwellings; however this is even if they are not brownfield.  
  
 
In addition to the above Town Councillors generally discussed the following comments: 

• Planning should be about people:  the text of both documents is all about houses and figures with 
no mention of people's needs. 

• What is the Government going to do about land banking by developers and landowners?   

• Isn't there a downplaying of environmental issues?  If so, this is a retrograde step and very serious 
for future generations. 
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Town Councillors unanimously wanted to express their profound disquiet at the way the whole 

consultation has been presented and hope that these comments will be taken onboard both for this 

consultation and future consultations.  

 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jeremy Burton 

Town Clerk,  

Bungay Town Council 

1a, Broad Street, Bungay NR35 1EE 

01986 894236 

 

clerk@bungaytowncouncil.gov.uk 
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