
Getting a test 
You can help stop the spread of COVID-19, by getting tested to see if you have 

the virus. In Suffolk, there are two types of test that you can take, to see if you 
have COVID-19: 

• If you do not have symptoms: Community testing 

• If you have symptoms: Standard COVID-19 testing 

 

Community testing if you do not have any symptoms 

• This is a test you can take if you do not have any symptoms 

• It's also referred to as lateral flow testing or rapid testing 
• Around 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 are not aware that they have it, as they 

have no symptoms 
• This testing is aimed at people who cannot stay home during lockdown, 

due to work commitments.  It's important for these people to be tested 

regularly so that they don't unknowingly spread the virus to other people 

I’m planning and rolling out the Covid (Rapid) test sites alongside a small 

team.  There are 16 sites going live from Monday. Its quite a tight and challenging 

process.  I’ve attached a map of the locations where the sites are. 
  
The community sites shown on the map are either full time or part time, dependent 

on the size of the local community and assessment of what demand might look like. 

So for Bungay as an example, we plan to open the doors for testing on the 1st March 

at the Honeypot Community Centre, Upper Olland St NR35 1EH. Its one of the smaller 

sites, testing is planned 5 days a week, starting at 0700-11:00am Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Friday.  We intend to have a later start on the Thursday 1500-1900. 

Booking can be done online via Getting a test | Suffolk County Council . The reference to 

one bay on the map refers to the number of simultaneous tests we carry out. We are 

encouraging frequent testing as the best way to be safe. The comms plan is already 

live with radio adverts, editorial, interviews and developing.  I’ll be able to send 

some electronic material at the end of this week. 
  
Just to reassure you the model we are applying is flexible and we have resource to 

increase testing where demand exists…so if we need more testing in Bungay that 

can be achieved almost on the same day the demand is identified. 
  
It would be fantastic if you could help promote the site anyway you can.  The 

intention is to have a lot of local signage currently awaiting arrival from the supplier. 
  
I’d be very happy to give you as much information as possible. If you’d like to speak 

let me know and we can have a chat on the phone.  Hopefully that gives you an 

idea of what is being developed.  The first two sites open on Monday in Framlingham 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/getting-a-test/covid-19-asymptomatic-testing/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/getting-a-test/covid-19-testing-in-suffolk/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/getting-a-test/


and Nayland with the assistance of Suffolk Fire and Rescue Services and then sites 

start opening widely across the County… 
  
 


