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Minutes of the Grounds, Properties and Amenities Committee Meeting held on Thursday 13th August 2020  
at 7.00 p.m. As permitted by the Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Police and 

Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 No.392 this meeting was conducted “online”.  
 
Members: 

Cllr. M Lincoln (ML) -Chair 
Cllr. M Atterwill (MA) 

Cllr. J Adams (JA)  
Cllr. P Love (PL) 
 

Cllr. J. Blowers O’Neill (JBO’N) 
Cllr. B. Prior (BP) 
 

Cllr. S Collins (SC) – Deputy Chair 
Cllr. A. Dawes (AD) 

 

Also present were Eddie Rosier (ER) Temporary Assistant Town Clerk, Cllr. G Halliwell and six members of the public. 

 

GPAC-021 

2019/2020 
 

Apologies for absence:  To receive any apologies for absence. 

There were no apologies for absence. 
 

GPAC- 022 
2020/2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Declaration of Interest & Requests for Dispensations: Councillors to declare any Pecuniary or Non-

Pecuniary Interests. Notwithstanding this item, Members may subsequently declare an interest at 

any point in the meeting. 

 

AD declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of The Falcon Meadow Community Trust 

(FMCT), which owns land adjacent to The Riverside Centre. 

 

GPAC-023 
2020/2021 

Minutes of the previous meeting: To approve the minutes of the Grounds, Properties & Amenities 
Committee Meeting held on 9th July:  for consideration. 
 
The minutes of the Grounds, Properties & Amenities Committee Meeting of 9th July were presented 
for approval. It was proposed by MA, seconded by BP and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the 
minutes, and these were duly signed by the Chairman (ML). 
 

GPAC-024 
2020/2021 
 

Public Forum: Members of the public are invited to give their views on issues on this agenda, or raise 

issues for future consideration, at the discretion of the Chairman, for no more than 15 minutes. 

Members of the public may not take part in the Committee meeting itself. 

 

The Staithe area: 

Five members of the public chose to speak. Those items discussed included concerns about the 

volume of traffic using the road leading to the Staithe given the limited parking available, the speed 

and size of some vehicles, the anti-social times of use (04.55 and 05.55am) and the absence of any 

way of securing the car park. The Riverside centre was also impacted adversely by the car park always 

being full. 

There were also concerns about blocked drains, fly tipping and anti-social behaviour including bad 

language, arguments and fights, alcohol and drug taking, noise and litter, people getting changed 

outside resident’s windows, and areas adjacent to resident’s gardens being used as a toilet. 

 

Various suggestions were made of ways to overcome these problems such as speed restrictions, 

booking parking space and restricting the length of stay, with the income generated offsetting the 

cost of managing this. It was stated that solutions needed to be found that were enforceable. 

It was proposed by ML and seconded by JA and unanimously RESOLVED to suspend standing orders 

to enable members of the public and councillors to continue discussions. 
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ML reminded those present that the land still belonged to East Suffolk then Bungay Town Council 

will own it, hopefully within four to six weeks. The area of land will encompass the car park adjacent 

to The Riverside Centre. BP referred to the ongoing lobbying of the police, the promise of increased 

night time patrols and the recent survey undertaken to consider the problems and possible solutions, 

and the need for residents to continue to keep a record of, and report all issues.  

 

Two members of the public referred to the need to enforce the law, and to ensure more effective 

policing, citing a lack of response and ineffectual outcomes.  It was stated that enforcement was the 

only way to get things done, by restricting access to the car park, fix the ASB issues and locate signs 

making it clear what you can and cannot do. 

 

SC stated that this council recognised the problem and wanted to take on the responsibility, work 

for the community and deal with what was quite a complex set of circumstances. She explained that 

the change maker would be when BTC finally took control (of the assets) and had much greater 

power to do something about the problem.  She referred to the long-awaited police report which 

offered several constructive suggestions, providing something concrete to work with and some good 

ideas for further evaluation. 

 

ML said that when the car park was either closed, restricted or regulated, that they had to be very 

careful that it did not just push the problem back (along the Staithe and beyond). It was stated that 

if this happened it would become a BTC jurisdiction issue that could then be enforced. JA stated that 

it was a Bungay problem, with three-quarters of the town surrounded by water.  

 

It was proposed by SC, seconded by MA and unanimously RESOLVED to hold a meeting for the 

committee and residents to explore the survey from A. Keeley of Suffolk Police, and that the 

meeting should happen within two weeks of the date of this meeting. 

 

It was proposed by JBO’N, seconded by BP, and RESOLVED to reinstate standing orders. 

 
GPAC-025 

2019/2020 

The Canoe Club Lease annual review: for consideration  
ER confirmed that The Canoe Club had paid the annual rent by the due date and had referred to 

the clause within the lease that allowed for an annual increase. The scope of the increase was for 

between 3% and 4%. The RPI was confirmed to be below 3% (12 months average). It was proposed 

by BP, seconded by SC and unanimously RESOLVED to charge The Canoe Club £30, equivalent to 

3% P.A. increase. 

 

It was agreed that ER would provide the Canoe Club an additional invoice for £30 representing 3%  

– Noted.  

GPAC-026 

2019/2020 

Re-opening the Town Hall and Riverside Centre – update: for consideration  
 
ER provided an brief update stating that government advice remained largely unchanged from that 
issued on 4th July, and that advice sought from SALC and ACRE continue to provide guidance which 
allowed for the safe re-opening of both 1A Broad St and The Riverside Centre, providing all criteria 
was met.  
 
1A Broad St. SC queried the need to allow access to the office area of 1A Broad St given the 
availability of the serving windows with a consensus to keeping the door separating the reception 
room and office corridor locked. 
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PL raised the need for BTC to take responsibility for its staff and lone working, regardless of Covid-
19. JA directed members towards the need to evaluate the council’s lone worker policy.  
 

It was proposed by SC, seconded by MA and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the 
proposal by ER to re-open 1A Broad St, with the timeline recommended (1st September 
2020) with the minor adjustments as discussed (Inner door to remain locked, with 
limited public access to the reception room). 
 
JA asked ER to contact the museum curator C. Reeve to share re-opening proposals with him, and 
to discuss their needs for the future – Noted. 
 
The Riverside Centre. An overview of the evaluation previously completed, and preparations 
proposed, was again discussed in detail. ER referred to the centre as being well progressed to re-
open. It was acknowledged that in the short-term there might be limited access to the car park, 
after which the Staithe was likely to experience a natural decline in use by the general public due to 
cooler weather, and thus allowing time for the broader  issues of parking to be fully addressed and 
resolved.  
 
It was proposed by TD and seconded by MA and RESOLVED to proceed with the deep cleaning of 
the Riverside Centre and to then decide on when to open. 
 
It was proposed by SC and seconded by MA and RESOLVED to agree to an amendment to the 
proposal to proceed with the deep cleaning of the Riverside Centre, and then to aim to re-open 
on 1st September 2020 unless postponed due to unforeseen circumstances. 
PL referred to the re-opening of both premises as sending out a positive message, and the need to 
publicise the fact that BTC were working hard to keep the public safe, and SC added that the need 
to demonstrate to the public that BTC were working hard to make the premises accessible whilst 
keeping people safe. JA suggested that the residents of the Staithe area should be informed of the 
intention to re-open, and in conjunction with what BTC were planning to do more generally – 
Noted. 
 
It was proposed by SC, seconded by BP and unanimously RESOLVED to extend the meeting by ten 
minutes to 9.10 PM. 

GPAC-027 

2019/2020 

Bungay Skatepark: to discuss replacement of litter bin destroyed by fire – for consideration 
SC referred to a report that would be forthcoming from Action Community Trust that might help 
when considering how best to proceed when considering a suitable replacement – Noted. 
It was proposed by BP, and seconded by MA and unanimously RESOLVED to carry this item forward 
to the next meeting, or until the report from Access Community Trust (ACT) has been received. 
 

GPAC-028 

2019/2020 

Date and time of next meeting:  Thursday 10th September 2020. – for information. 

  

There was no further business and the meeting closed at 9.10 pm. 

 13th August 2020  

 
 
Jeremy Burton 
Town Clerk 

Bungay Town Council. 
1a, Broad Street. 
NR35 1EE 
clerk@bungaytowncouncil.gov.uk 
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