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Dear colleagues, 

Launch of consultation and call for evidence on flood risk management policy 

Today I am pleased to have launched a consultation and a call for evidence on our flood 

risk management policy. We are currently on track to better protect 300,000 homes by 

March 2021 through our existing £2.6 billion flood and coastal defence investment 

programme. I want to build on this success and so the government has doubled the 

investment programme in England to £5.2 billion over six years from April 2021. This will 

provide around 2,000 new defence schemes to better protect a further 336,000 properties, 

including both homes and non-residential properties such as schools, hospitals and 

transport links. 

Local factors in managing flood and coastal erosion risk and Property Flood 
Resilience call for evidence 
I have seen the devastating and demoralising impacts of repeated floods on communities. 

That is why we have published the call for evidence to explore potential changes for the 

future of the flood defence programme focusing on how we can strengthen our 

assessment of local circumstances. This includes looking at changes to how our flood 

defence investment programme can further benefit frequently flooded communities, and 

also exploring ways to increase the uptake of Property Flood Resilience measures. 

Flood Re consultation 
The consultation covers proposed amendments to the Flood Re Scheme, a joint 

government and industry initiative designed to improve the affordability and availability of 

flood insurance for UK households at high flood risk. These proposals aim to incentivise 

uptake of Property Flood Resilience measures. This could mean discounted premiums to 

people who make improvements to their homes such as installing flood doors or moving 

electrics up walls to reduce the impact of flooding, and additional payments on top of 

claims to help them install these measures when flooding does hit. 

I encourage you to promote participation in this consultation and call for evidence within 

your communities. You can find the consultation at this link: 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/flood-insurance-preparedness-team/amendments-to-the-flood-

re-scheme/, and the call for evidence at this link: https://consult.defra.gov.uk/flood-coastal-

erosion-risk-management-investment-reform/local-factors-and-pfr-call-for-evidence/ 
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The responses and evidence provided will help to inform future policies on both better 

protecting and better preparing communities from the risks of flood and coastal erosion in 

the future. 
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