
Mayors Report No 3   (20/08/2020) 
 
I had intended to keep notes throughout the month to make it easier to put together my Mayors 
Report, but those good intentions have gone by the wayside.  Therefore, I am reliant on my trusty diary 
and less than trusty memory! 
 
Although, there are no civic events in other towns for me to attend at present because of Covid 19,  I 
believe and hope that this may change later in the year as lock-down is eased - and assuming that we 
don’t get a second spike in infections. However, it doesn’t mean that I haven’t been kept very busy. 
 
I was sorry to receive the resignation of Skydi Thompson as I thought that she brought a different aspect 
and original ideas to the Council and she will be missed for those reasons alone.  This has caused a 
further gender and age imbalance in the Chamber and I can assure you that both Sue and I have put a 
great deal of effort into trying to recruit female candidates.  We have not been successful so far, but we 
will continue with our efforts, and I hope other Councillors will do the same. 
 
I am extremely pleased to be able to welcome Tony Dawes and Graham Halliwell as our new Councillors.   
I know that they will bring their diverse knowledge and experience to help drive this Council forward, 
helping us to achieve our many goals we have set ourselves and serving the community. 
 
I was pleased to officially re-open the Skate Park on 18th July and we had quite a turn out!  I felt very 
encouraged for the future progression of the Park.  My grateful thanks go to Eddie Rosier who organised 
and publicised the event.   However, this has been tinged with some sadness as another waste-bin has 
been set fire to and destroyed. 

 
The Youth Project which I mentioned in my previous report is progressing with a clear time-table of 
visits by ACT and we await their report with interest. 

 
We are still suffering ASB at the Staithe and I am still trying to put pressure on the police to maintain a 
better presence in this area as well as working with residents to attempt to find a solution that works for 
everyone. 
 
As the BECS operation is drawing to its conclusion, at least until it’s needed again, and as it is 
transformed into the Good Neighbours Scheme, we are planning to say a big ‘Thank you’ to all of the 
volunteers by awarding them Certificates expressing our gratitude for their services, freely given.  This is 
likely to be in the form of a brief ‘Presentation’ (venue to be confirmed) in September where all the 
Social Distancing rules will be fully observed.  This will not affect Council budgets as it will be paid for out 
of the BECS account.  There will be about 100 Certificates, bearing my signature. 
 
I am extremely grateful to John Adams who has been a great support to me, but in particular in his work 
in acquiring the Assets being transferred by East Suffolk Council.  This process has been made more 
complicated by both sets of solicitors failing to get the documents to the right place at the right time 
with the right information, and John has been constantly having to chase them up. 
 
The Bungay Community Green Space Project (Top Field ) – which now has the working title of “Annis Hill 
Green) is progressing well and again I must express my thanks to Karen Lodge and Sue Collins for their 
help in bringing this, to what we hope will be a successful conclusion.  The business plan is progressing 
and we have a meeting with SCC planned for 26th August.   
 
The Community Partnership grant of £3,250 for the Old Cemetery quiet space project, is still to arrive, 
but we are hopeful that this will be with us so, so that this project can move forward. 



 
I was extremely proud to present a short speech at the recent VJ Commemoration, a very apt and 
dignified event and my grateful thanks to all of the organisers, Bungay Branch of RBL, the dignitaries 
who supported us, and all those who attended. 
 
Bob Prior 


