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Minutes of the Bungay Town Council Meeting held on Thursday 21 July 2022, 7:00 pm at The 
Riverside Centre, The Staithe, Bungay NR35 IBF. 

 
Members in Attendance. 

In attendance in person:   

Cllr. Betts (Deputy Mayor). 

Cllr. Adams, Cllr Blowers-O’Neill, Cllr Harnden, Cllr Hindes, Cllr. O’Neill. 

Attended by Zoom – Cllr. Dawes.  

Rosalind Barnett — Town Clerk. 

There were 4 Members of the public in attendance. 

 

TC-1- 21/7/2022 - To receive and accept apologies for absence. 

Apologies for Absence. 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Atterwill, Cllr. Dawes, Cllr. Halliwell, Cllr. Lodge, Cllr. Love, 

Cllr. Lincoln.  

Apologies were also received from P. Aldous MP., East Suffolk Cllr. Ritchie, and East Suffolk and Suffolk 
County Cllr. Cloke. 
 
TC-2- 21/7/2022 - Declaration of Interest & Requests for Dispensations. 

Councillors to declare any Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests. Notwithstanding this item, Members 

may subsequently declare an interest at any point in the meeting.  

Cllr. Betts & Cllr. Dawes declared a pecuniary interest in item 8c — accounts payable. 

TC- 3- 21/7/2022 - To approve the minutes outstanding. 

To approve the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on the 23 June 2022. 

 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 23 June 2022 were proposed by Cllr. 
O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Bowers O’Neill, and unanimously agreed. The minutes were then duly signed 
by the deputy mayor as a true and correct record. 
 
TC- 4- 21/7/2022 - Public Forum. 

The Town Council Meeting closed for Public Forum. 

No issues were raised by those members of the public in attendance.  

 

TC-5- 21/7/2022 - Town Mayor Reports. 

a. The Town Council received and noted the mayor’s report - as in the pack circulated to members.  
b. The Deputy Mayor paid tribute to Lucy Walker and asked that the mayor’s statement be included 

in the minutes 
 
We have lost a much-loved and highly regarded member of our community, Lucy Walker. She was a 

prominent member of BEBA, the mainstay of Bungay Christmas Lights and worked with councillors on a 

number of projects including the East Suffolk Towns Initiative and the Platinum Jubilee celebrations. On 

behalf of Bungay Town Council and everyone in Bungay, I offer sincere condolences to her husband 

James. She will be remembered for her enthusiasm and energy and will be greatly missed. 
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TC-6- 21/7/2022 - County and District Councillor Reports. 

The Council received and noted the written reports from County & District Councillor Cloke & District 

Councillor Ritchie, and that of the East Suffolk Leader Steve Gallant. 

 

Councillors commented that they would like to see Bungay mentioned more in the reports provided on 

behalf of both Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk Council. The Council asked whether the lorry 

weight restriction review would include Bungay, and if so they would like to see Trinity Street and 

Wharton Street included to close the loophole that caused problems to the Bungay Lorry Watch scheme.  

 

TC-7- 21/7/2022 – To consider co-option of councillors   
a. Victoria Bacon - To receive statement, presentation and allow councillor questions and consider co-

option. 
 

This item was withdrawn at the request of Victoria Bacon. 

 

b. Richard Laurence - To receive statement, presentation and allow councillor questions and consider 
co-option. 
 

An application had been received from a member of the public for co-option to the council. Mr Laurence 

was in attendance and councillors were given the opportunity to ask questions. Mr Laurence provided 

members with information about his interests and background. He explained that his skills and interests 

were in communication, marketing and writing.  He stated that he would like to see more businesses in 

the Town and initiatives that engage and encourage youth.   

After the co-option vote Mr. Laurence completed the ‘acceptance of office’ paperwork and the Clerk 

explained that arrangements would be made for him to complete the ‘register of interest’ form online.  

RESOLVED: The motion that Richard Laurence be co-opted on to Bungay Town Council as a councillor 

was proposed by Cllr. Hindes and seconded by Cllr. O’Neil and unanimously agreed.  

 

TC-8- 21/7/2022 - Financial Reports: 
 
a. To note the Bank Reconciliation to 30 June 2022.  
The Council noted the Bank Reconciliation to 30 June 2022. 
 
b. To note the statement of the accounts to 30 June 2022.  
The Council noted the statement of accounts to 30 June 2022. The Clerk highlighted that there would 
be an overspend on utilities due to the increased energy costs. They asked Council if they were satisfied 
with the current financial reports with a view to improved reporting. The Clerk proposed a Finance 
Meeting in August to discuss the reports and review the budget, and that this should take place after 
the Councillor evening.  
 
c. To approve payments due on 21 July 2022 – for acceptance and approval. 
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RESOLVED: That the approval of the accounts payable with the listed additions was proposed by Cllr. 
Hines, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and agreed by those present with the abstention of Cllr. Betts and Cllr. 
Dawes.  
 
TC-9- 21/7/2022 - Minutes from Committees- for Information.  

To receive the Committee Minutes of: 
a. Planning, Environment & Highways – 16 June & 4 July 2022. 
b. Resources Committee - 7 July 2022. 
c. Employment Committee – 30 June 2022. 

 
The Council received and noted the minutes from the Planning Environment & Highways Committee, the 
Resources Committee and the Employment Committee. 

 
TC-10- 21/7/2022 - To consider recommendations from Committees. 

Employment Committee - To consider adoption of the Performance Management Policy.  
Councillors asked if the document title could be changed to Staff Performance Management Policy. 
RESOLVED: The motion to adopt the Staff Performance Management Policy was proposed by Cllr. 
Adams, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill, and unanimously agreed.  
 
TC-11- 21/7/2022 - Bungay Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
Cllr. Adams reported that the examiner had asked for some additional information during the 
examination process.  They had asked for a joint response from the Town Council, East Suffolk Council 
and the Broads Authority. The Council were unable to send a joint response as East Suffolk and the Town 
Council could not agree on a number of points, and thus separate submissions were returned.  
Cllr. Adams explained that the Council would be paying additional fees to the consultant for responding 
to the questions raised. A letter raising concerns was also sent to East Suffolk Council querying the 
motivation for their behaviour, highlighting additional costs and the potential delay that could result.  
 
The Deputy Mayor thanked Cllr. Adams for all his work in responding to the questions raised by East 
Suffolk Council and the examiner.  
  
TC-12- 21/7/2022 - Black Shuck Festival Group. 
The Council discussed the proposed event and expressed some concerns about the lateness of the 
request and the size of the event. The Councillors discussed the pros and cons of supporting the event, 
and in acting as the lead organisation.  The Clerk explained that the event management plan and risk 
assessment had been completed with the Council and that they were content that the event would be 
well managed.  
 
The mayor intended to present a proposal for a music festival to take place before the autumn of 2023.   
 
RESOLVED: The motion that the Town Council acts as organising body for the Black Shuck event on the 
4 August 2022 was proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and agreed with two abstentions. 
 
TC-13- 21/7/2022 - To note Council events. 
The Deputy Mayor invited all Councillors to the Councillor Recruitment Event on the 7  September, and 
the Civic Evening to be held on the 12 October 2022. 
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The mayor contributed via zoom and explained that he was keen to revive the Civic Awards event to 
celebrate the town and the people of Bungay. The event would be held at St. Mary’s Church and would 
be non-religious. A choir, jazz musicians and refreshments had been booked.  
He also explained, that as some councillors would be standing down during the elections in May 2023, a 
councillor recruitment event was being planned, to be held at the Fisher Theatre.  
 
TC-14- 21/7/2022 - To consider matters relating to the Annis Hill Project. 
To receive the report provided, and to consider if the Town Council should sign a lease between Annis 

Hill Green and Suffolk County Council, pending advice from a solicitor. 

 

The Council asked the Clerk to arrange for the signing of the lease, but only when they were satisfied 

with the advice received from the Town Council’s  solicitor.  The Council also recommended that solar 

lights be considered for the site before the provision of electricity is explored. 

RESOLVED: The motion that the Town Council sign a 99-year lease between Suffolk County Council and 
Annis Hill Green was proposed by Cllr. Adams, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and unanimously agreed.  
 

TC-15- 21/7/2022 Report on East Suffolk footfall counters and free Town WIFI. 
Cllr. Adams reported that East Suffolk Council were aware of the necessary permissions required for the 
signage and installations. He explained that this scheme would run alongside the Place Informatics 
scheme that the Town Council were piloting. The Report from East Suffolk Council was noted by the 
Council. 
 

TC-16- 21/7/2022 -To receive Written Reports from Bungay Town Council Working Groups. 
The Council noted the written reports from the following Town Council working groups. 

a. Annis Hill Green Working Group  
b. Tourism & Heritage Working Group  
c. Bungay Neighbourhood Development Plan  

 
TC-17- 21/7/2022 - To receive written reports from Town Council Representative on outside bodies.  
The Council noted written reports received.  
Cllr. Harden had attended a meeting of the Town Trust in July, and that he would submit a report for the 
next meeting of Council in August  Cllr. O’Neill reported that he had not attend the Sizewell C. meeting. 
 
TC-18- 21/7/2022 - To consider a motion to exclude the public 
RESOLVED: That a motion to exclude the public was passed in accordance with: ADMISSION TO 
MEETINGS - PURSUANT TO SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 
IT IS PROPOSED THAT, BECAUSE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED, 
THE PUBLIC AND PRESS LEAVE THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THE REMAINING MATTERS. 
  
TC-19- 21/7/2022 To receive confidential minutes and recommendations from Committees. 

a. Employment Committee – 30 June 2022. 
The Council noted the confidential minutes from the Employment Committee.  

b. To consider revised figure in relation to cover payment for Deputy Clerk. 
RESOLVED: That the Council award a backdated payment of £2,712.60. to cover the period when  

deputising during the absence of a Town Clerk was proposed by Cllr. Hindes, seconded by Cllr. Adams 

and unanimously agreed. 
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Councillors suggested that the Employment Committee consider developing a policy that sets out 

arrangements for covering vacancies within the Council.  

 

TC-20- 21/7/2022 -Date of next meeting. 
18 August 2022.   
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.25.  
 
Action Log  

Actions Who By When 

To clarify lorry weight restriction plans with the 

County Councillor. 

The Clerk  July 2022 

Arrangements for induction of new Cllr. Richard 

Laurence. 

The Clerk  July 2022 

Signing of the lease once satisfactory advice has been 

received from a solicitor. 

The Clerk  ASAP 

Cover payment of £2712.60 be added to payment list.  Deputy Clerk  July 2022 

 

 

  



        BUNGAY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Signed by Chair Date 

 
Bungay Town Council, 1a Broad Street, Bungay. NR35 1EE, 01986 894236   Page 6 of 6 

Appendix A 

 


